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STANDARD AND ETHICS SUB COMMITTEE - HEARINGS PANEL 
 
12 JANUARY 2022 
 
Present: Independent Members: Hollie Edwards-Davies(Chairperson) 
 Arthur Hallett and Chrissie Nicholls 

 
Officer: James Williams, Deputy Monitoring Officer, Legal 
Advisor to the Panel 
 
Councillor Bablin Molik (Complainant) 
Councillor Michael Michael (Respondent) 
 

4 :   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
No apologies for absence were received. 
 
5 :   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
No declarations of interest were received. 
 
6 :   MINUTES  
 
The minutes of the meeting on the 15 December to discuss the preliminary issues 
were agreed as a correct record of that meeting. 
 
7 :   HEARING UNDER THE LOCAL RESOLUTION PROTOCOL - CDC 21/003  
 
The Panel met in private to consider the preliminary matter in respect of whether it 
was appropriate for the Panel to consider and make a determination in relation to 
Complaint Three, which related to an incident that occurred in March 2018. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
The Panel resolved not to consider that complaint.  The Panel found that there was 
no good reason to depart from the Local Resolution Protocol which states that 
complaints should be brought within three months. 
 
The Hearing commenced at 09.35. 
 
The Chair welcomed all parties and introduced everyone. 
 
The parties were advised that the Panel had resolved not to consider Complaint 
Three and the reasons for that. 
  
The Chair confirmed that third parties’ personal information had been redacted from 
the hearing papers and reminded the parties that third parties’ personal information 
should not be disclosed during the hearing. 
 
The Chair outlined the order to be followed at the hearing, in accordance with the 
Hearings Procedure.   
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The Complainant, Councillor Molik, was invited to give her evidence first.  The 
Respondent, Councillor Michael, then gave his evidence. 
 
The Panel was given the opportunity to ask questions of each Councillor.  The 
Complainant was given the opportunity to sum up her complaint, and then the 
Respondent was given the opportunity to sum up his response. 
 
The Chair explained that the Panel would retire to deliberate and would announce 
the decision later that morning.   
 
The hearing was adjourned at 10.45 
 
The Panel resumed in private with its Legal Advisor to deliberate over its decisions. 
 
The hearing resumed at 12.15. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
In relation to each of the complaints made against Councillor Michael, the Panel 
found as follows: 
 
(1) Complaint One 

There was no evidence of a breach of paragraphs 4(b) or (c) of the 
Members’ Code of Conduct.  
 
However, the Panel made a recommendation that Cllr Michael 
should ensure that he addresses specific and legitimate service area 
queries within his Cabinet portfolio, or where this is not possible, to 
cooperate in ensuring such queries are addressed, for example by 
referring these on to an appropriate officer of the Council; and 
 

(2) Complaint Two 
There was no evidence of a breach of paragraph 4(b) of the 
Members’ Code of Conduct. 

 
  
 
 
The meeting terminated at 12.18 pm 
 


